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September 2, 2008

Hon. Jerry E. Abramson

Mayor, Metropolitan Louisville

527 West Jefferson Street

Louisville, Kentucky 40202

Dear Mayor Abramson:

   We would appreciate any and all support you could provide to assist the residents of the Original Highlands in its overwhelming opposition to the Wayside Christian Mission’s (WCM) plan to purchase the Mercy Academy Campus and the relocation of a mega homeless shelter at that location.  

The unique location of the Original Highlands

   The location of our neighborhood sits at the gateway to the Highlands.  As you are aware, this small neighborhood has made significant strides to change from the blighted eyesore that existed in the 1960’s, 1970’s and early 1980’s, to a proud and diverse neighborhood that is a unique gem in metropolitan Louisville.  Individuals and families have taken up residence in the Original Highlands and invested their hard earned dollars to salvage and renovate these old Victorian homes at great expense.  Original Highlanders have changed the very character of this neighborhood, making it a vital and contributing link to a City that is publicly proud of its unique collection of neighborhoods.

The Original Highlands Neighborhood Association’s approach to this important issue

   The OHNA upon becoming aware of the WCM’s plans made a deliberative effort to understand the full scope of the WCM plan, and make a thorough canvas of residents to determine their feelings in regard to this very important issue.

   We conducted an “informational meeting” on August 22, 2008 and invited WCM representatives to provide information to association members as to those plans. We followed that meeting with a meeting of all neighbors on August 28, 2008 to determine exactly how they felt about this possible relocation.  Further, members went door to door to obtain the opinions of residents, both private and commercial, to obtain an even better handle on neighborhood feelings.

   The initial information meeting made one thing rather clear:  WCM made what would appear to be a comprehensive analysis of the specific site and business benefits supporting their potential acquisition of the campus.  On the other hand, it became painfully obvious that their expenditure of time and effort failed measurably to analyze the Original Highlands neighborhood.  There was no effort to review our “neighborhood plan” which clearly reflected a different vision for that location if and when Mercy Academy departed.  There was a failure to review a fairly recent “parking study” initiated and financed by Metro government.  That study recognized that significant parking problems existed and had an impact on the neighborhood.  WCM seemed oblivious to the delicate balance existing between our neighborhood and the pubs and bars primarily occupying sites on the Baxter and Barret commercial corridors on the east and west boundaries of the neighborhood.  There is little question that these establishments directly and significantly affect the neighborhood in terms of safety and security issues.  The neighborhood and these commercial interests are constantly working together to limit the safety and security impact mentioned above. 

   WCM gave no recognition to the fact, as some neighbors stated, that we “do our part.”  There are several facilities located in and around the neighborhood that already contribute to the social needs of those less well off as we: the Barret Government Center and the numerous beneficial services this center provides; a half-way house for schizophrenics on East Broadway; an alternative school next to Kindred Hospital; a halfway house on East Broadway for male alcoholics; Kindred Hospital; numerous outreach, charitable and fund raising groups (all of the aforementioned housed within two blocks of the Mercy campus).  It is not like we do not contribute; we certainly do!  

   As a final result of the OHNA fair and deliberative process in regard to this relocation, it has been made abundantly clear that we do not want WCM’s facility in our neighborhood.  We intend to oppose it with all available means.

The Impact of relocation of the WCM facility to the Mercy campus

   OHNA believes strongly that such relocation would clearly result in the following:

  One neighbor, a Metro Police Officer, conveyed the fact that WCM is in the “top ten” in terms of Metro police “runs” to troubled sites.  It was stated by Ms. Moseley that WCM plans to house an estimated 350 customers at the facility, creating one of our nation’s largest homeless sites.  This does not even factor in those individuals that would naturally follow these people to the site.  Those relocated would involve individuals with drug and alcohol issues, criminal records, and mental and emotional challenges.  They would find themselves relocated near to a venue consisting of some of the busiest pubs and bars in the city!  They would find themselves relocated in a neighborhood that has more than its share of “panhandlers.”   It is reasonable to anticipate that this huge number of new residents would compound and exacerbate an already challenging situation.  In all likelihood, this relocation could easily serve as a tipping point which would result in the neighborhood reverting to the 1960’s, 1970’s, and early 1980’s.  We cannot let that happen!

   Residents would justifiably feel more fearful.  They have expressed this reality quite clearly during our recent assemblies.  Crime would most assuredly increase despite any and all of the WCM assurances to the contrary.  This small neighborhood would likely become a neighborhood less likely to have folks walking their pets, pushing baby carriages, and generally simply strolling through the neighborhood; an environment would vanish that has been fostered and nurtured over this past decade.  

   Relocation would likely result in a disincentive to neighbors to invest in spending their hard earned money for the maintenance and improvement of their 19th Century home sites.  Further, and as a very real prospect, there would likely be reluctance on the part of buyers to invest in and move into the Original Highland’s neighborhood.  The above would militate to produce declining property values and people moving out of our neighborhood because of this fact.  Thus a full and sad cycle would be complete.   

   Finally, it would not be totally out of the question that this negative change to the Original Highlands could begin to move along the Bardstown Road commercial corridor and into the greater Highlands.   

   Among other things, the issue is also a matter of “balance.”   The Original Highlands simply cannot absorb this relocation.  We feel that this relocation must be stopped.  Therefore, we urge that you come to our assistance.  Perhaps you can convince WCM that there are better site alternatives, and/or identify any available government programs or incentives that would be of a benefit to WCM without the necessity of purchasing the Mercy Academy campus site. 

___________________________

Hayes P. Haddox

President and representing the

Original Highlands Neighborhood Association,

its Board and neighbors
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