MEDIA  RELEASE
September 4, 2008

Subject:  Original Highland residents Oppose Wayside Christian Mission’s purchase of Mercy Academy site

   After canvassing Original Highland neighbors the Original Highland Neighborhood Association (OHNA) voted to oppose the tentative plans of the Wayside Christian Mission to buy the Mercy Academy Campus for use as a mega homeless shelter to serve upwards of 350 women and families.

   OHNA held two formal meetings followed by a door to door canvas of the neighborhood and announced that there is overwhelming neighborhood opposition to the planned purchase and relocation.

   Many factors were sited for the opposition.  Among them: the unique character of the Original Highland neighborhood; the strain already placed on neighbors by the nature of the commercial interests surrounding this small neighborhood; reasonably anticipated increase in crime statistics, panhandling, and security concerns, additional  parking and traffic challenges; a probable likelihood that potential buyers would avoid purchasing and investing in the older homes typifying the neighborhood; and, a devaluation of real estate investments. 

   OHNA plans to take all necessary action to oppose the relocation.  Board Members commented that they hope that Wayside Christian Mission acts upon a recent pronouncement by the businesses’ Chief Operating Officer that Wayside Christian Mission does not want to go into a neighborhood unless accepted by that neighborhood. Clearly their presence in the Original Highlands is unacceptable to the neighbors residing there.

(Questions about this Media Release should be addressed to Ted Haddox, President, Original Highlands Neighborhood Association. 802-7111) 

