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a sub-committee of the Original Highlands Neighborhood Association,

tasked with resisting Wayside's re-location of a mega-shelter into the Original Highlands
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October 3, 2008
Michael Johnson, President
Mercy Academy

5801 Fegenbush Lane

Louisville, KY  40228


Dear Mr Johnson, 

The residents of the Original Highlands, understanding that Mercy Academy owns the former Mercy Academy campus on Broadway, request that you refrain from selling that property to the Wayside Christian Mission.

When neighbors learned that Wayside was considering purchasing the former Mercy Campus, the OHNA board went through a systematic process to learn the will of the residents and business owners in the neighborhood.  We held an information gathering meeting at which Nina Moseley, Chief Operating Officer of Wayside, presented their proposal and plans for that property to the residents and business owners of the Original Highlands and surrounding neighborhoods.  The following week a meeting was held for neighbors to express their thoughts and opinions in relation to Wayside’s proposal.  Since then, signatures have been collected by a door-to-door canvassing of the neighborhood as well as on the website shown at the bottom of this page.  Over 75% of the neighborhood has expressed opposition to Wayside’s plans for this property.

As I am sure you know from Mercy’s long participation in the life of our neighborhood, the Original Highlands is home to a number of community outreach and boarding facilities.  Our resistance is not to aiding those who need help; our opposition is to the sheer size of Wayside’s proposed facility.  We have expressed support for an appropriately sized residence for homeless families.  Wayside’s plans to re-locate 300+ homeless individuals at the Mercy campus are simply far too big for this neighborhood to absorb. 
While the borders of the Original Highlands are commercial corridors, the neighborhood, itself, is densely residential.  During the recent years of Mercy’s tenure in the neighborhood, you saw the Original Highlands grow from a blighted area to one in which families invest their savings to restore old homes to their original beauty, and invest their hearts to build a  vibrant, and welcoming community.  Residents fear not only losing the value of their investments, but also the loss of the relationships we have worked so hard to build.
Members of the sub-committee of the OHNA board met with the board of Wayside at their September board meeting.  At the end of our conversation with them, we alerted Wayside’s board that we will vigorously oppose their efforts to purchase the Mercy campus, and, if they do purchase it, that we will continue in our efforts to oppose them.  To that end, we are hiring counsel to advise us.  We understand your need to sell this property to fund your work at your new campus.  We support those efforts and were sorry to lose your presence in our neighborhood.  At the same time, we want you to understand that we must actively oppose this encroachment into our neighborhood and we will throw up whatever roadblocks we legally can to stop it.  You can solve this problem and prevent much frustration for all parties by refusing to sell to Wayside.
The neighbor’s opposition is not the only opposition to Wayside’s purchase of this property.  Opposition has also been expressed by Councilmen Tandy and Owen, whose district boundaries meet in the Original Highlands.  You will find attached with this letter copies of their letters to Wayside.  For a deeper understanding of the neighborhood’s opposition, you will also find attached a letter from OHNA President, Ted Haddox to Wayside.

Sincerely,

N. Katherine Moberly

Original Highlands Neighborhood Association (OHNA)
sub-committee tasked with resisting Wayside's re-location
of a mega-shelter into the Original Highlands

Attachments:  Letter from Councilman Tom Owen to Wayside

                          Letter from Councilman David Tandy to Wayside 



Letter from OHNA to Wayside

cc:  Ted Haddox, President Original Highland Neighborhood Association;
        Sub-committee: Highlanders for Responsible Growth;

        Councilman David Tandy;

        Councilman Tom Owen;

        Mayor Jerry Abramson;        

        Sr Kathy Green, RSM, 

        President

        Sisters of Mercy of the Americas

        South Central Community

        Administrative Offices

        Mercy Administration Center

       101 Mercy Dr

        Belmont, NC  28012      
________________________________________________________________________________

GET INVOLVED NOW - Visit us online at HighlandersForResponsibleGrowth.com
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