September 11, 2008

Wayside Christian Mission 

Board of Directors

P.O. Box 7249

Louisville, Ky 40257-0249

Re:
Purchase of Mercy Academy Campus Site

Dear Board Members:

I oppose the relocation of the Wayside Christian Mission’s shelter for Women and Families to the old Mercy Academy site on East Broadway.

The Victorian Neighborhoods surrounding the Mercy site—both north and south of Broadway—have experienced significant fixing up over the last couple of decades. I believe the introduction of a 24 hr./300 bed social service facility would slow and possibly reverse that trend—dampening all our elusive dreams of growing our city back to the center.

Despite the neighborhood improvement, Upper Phoenix Hill and the Original Highlands continue to be knocked off-center by rowdy bar patrons, inordinate numbers of vagrants, and recent armed street robberies.  Neighborhoods in recovery live with a delicate balance.

I appreciate the devout commitment that Wayside Christian Mission shows to the Louisville area community and our down and out citizens. By their proposal to move their Women and Families to a Historic neighborhood still in recovery, they force community leaders to choose between Wayside’s vital mission and existing neighborhood vitality.
Thomas L. Owen

cc:
Mayor Jerry Abramson


Ted Haddox


CM David Tandy

