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Sept 14, 2008
TO: Stephen George – LEO Weekly

Dear Stephen,

I'm sorry I haven't called or written you sooner but we've been running wild trying to get the web site prepared and make all the preparations for this past Saturday's street festival. 

I'd like to answer Sarah Kelley's criticism of the Original Highlands neighborhood.  

We are extremely supportive of Wayside's mission, and any initiative to support our homeless, but we are are also adamantly opposed to Wayside's plan to locate a mega-shelter here.  Their proposal to add 300+ beds to a neighborhood comprised of approximately 1,000 homes, is simply out of all scale and proportion.  The homeless residents who are not working will simply have to find other ways to occupy their time, and it will be impossible for the neighborhood to absorb all of them.  Indeed, mega-shelters are too large for most any residential neighborhood.

There are many who would claim that we are simply uncaring, or that we're not willing to do our part.  What they may not realize is that this area is home to numerous facilities today, and we're not opposed to doing even more, as long as they don't threaten the residential fabric of the neighborhood.  We have a number of boarding facilities within a one-block area from Mercy; one for alcoholics, one for schizophrenics and another for youth in crisis.  If you look directly outside of those two blocks, you'll find numerous other care and outreach programs, including The Urban County Government Center that is home to many important government and non-profit agencies and clinics.  We'd be glad to work with Wayside on a smaller, well-integrated and more natural residence for our homeless, as should every neighborhood in our city.

Additionally, we will not be shamed by anyone who stubbornly insists that mega-shelters are the ONLY answer.  Every solution need not be megalithic and over-sized in order to work and shelters don't need to concentrate hundreds under a single roof in order to accomplish their good work.  Size will always be a density and impact issue, and the larger the size, the larger their impact will be.   Ask Wayside's current neighbors about their impact, then compare this to the impact produced by the programs that focus on dispersing and integrating poverty.  

Generally speaking, dispersing poverty, not concentrating it, brings the homeless back into our communities as members.  Smaller, well-integrated programs are better for everyone involved, they are better for the homeless residents who get more personal care and attention and get to enjoy more natural housing.  They also make for good neighbors and good stewards, and do not overwhelm the neighborhoods they reside in.  There are countless programs and shelters that are doing this today, and we would encourage Wayside to look at their model for care and integration. 

Everyone can win if we think outside of the Wal-Mart sized box.  

Please visit us online:  www.HighlandersForResponsibleGrowth.com


Sincerely,
Chuck Burke
Original Highlands Neighborhood Association,
sub-committee tasked with resisting Wayside's relocation of a
mega-shelter into the Original Highlands.
________________________________________________________________________________

GET INVOLVED NOW - Visit us online at HighlandersForResponsibleGrowth.com
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