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Sept 30, 2008
TO: Representative Tom Riner
Dear Mr. Riner,

I've been tasked by the Original Highlands Neighborhood Association to lead the sub-committee on resisting Wayside's relocation into the old Mercy Campus.   Despite Wayside's initial word to the contrary, and the neighborhood's overwhelming objection, they are still moving ahead with plans to purchase this location.  We have enlisted support from Councilman Tom Owen and David Tandy and are now seeking others to join with us.  We have created a website at www.HighlandersForResponsibleGrowth.com that outlines our objections to this move, our councilman's letters of support and a time-line with numerous other details.  

Please understand, we are all extremely supportive of Wayside, and any organization that attempts to help our homeless residents, but this plan is poorly conceived primarily due to the scale and location.  The proposed shelter would add 300+ new homeless residents to a small, densely residential neighborhood that is today greatly afflicted by crime, panhandling, noise and commercial pressures.  By and large, the majority of these new homeless residents (those who are unemployed) would have nowhere to go during the day.   Due to the sheer size of this proposal, and the disproportionately large amount of our homeless who are afflicted with alcoholism, substance abuse and mental health issue, the impact to the surrounding neighborhoods would be tremendous.  

It is becoming increasingly difficult for business owners to get insurance in this area and many of our residents are at the breaking point.  Wayside's relocation to the old Mercy campus may well be what breaks the back of this neighborhood and unravels the progress we've made here over the last 20 years.  We have asked them to please consider smaller, more appropriately sized shelters that would integrate well into this or any other residential neighborhood in our community, but this request has so far fallen on deaf ears.  Indeed, the national trend since the mid 90's has been on dispersing poverty throughout a community, not concentrating it, as a means of better integration.   If Wayside's focus is to remain on densely concentrating poverty, alcoholism and mental health issues under one roof, by the hundreds, we ask that they remain located in a commercial area, more akin to their current location on East Market.  In that vein, we have been told that they have a letter from the mayor/city giving them unhindered development rights at their East Jefferson location, and we would encourage them to look there for their current expansion.  

If you would have time to meet in the near future, I'd be glad to go over the history of this issue.  I'd encourage you to also please visit our web site to see more information. Speaking both for myself and many others in the neighborhood, I'm afraid that many of the residents here are on the brink.  The crime, commercial pressures and noise are going to end up unraveling the fabric of this neighborhood if we can't start to turn the tide.  

If there is anything you might be able to do to assist us in this matter, it would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Chuck Burke
Original Highlands Neighborhood Association,
sub-committee tasked with resisting Wayside's relocation of a
mega-shelter into the Original Highlands.
________________________________________________________________________________

GET INVOLVED NOW - Visit us online at HighlandersForResponsibleGrowth.com
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