	Highlanders For Responsible Growth
a sub-committee of the Original Highlands Neighborhood Association,

tasked with resisting Wayside's re-location of a mega-shelter into the Original Highlands
	[image: image1.jpg]

















Sept 12, 2008
TO:
Nina Moseley - Chief Operating Officer - nina@waysidechristianmission.org
Tim Moseley - Chief Executive Officer - tim@waysidechristianmission.org
Wayside Board of Directors


Dear Nina, et al, 

Our official neighborhood vote has been announced for some time now and the sentiment is clear.  The neighborhood voted 76% against Wayside's re-location plans.  It's very disappointing that Wayside has not capitulated on this matter, as per your initial letter to us:  "However, in order to pursue such a venture, we would like to have acceptance from the appropriate neighborhood associations beforehand."  I wanted to make you and the Wayside board aware that the OHNA sub-committee tasked with resisting your re-location into the neighborhood has launched its official web site:  www.HighlandersForResponsibleGrowth.com  (We had an internal, soft-launch on Wednesday).  Our next steps will include yard signs, our petition and options suggested by counsel.  

I wish to again encourage you to re-think this move.  Small, appropriately sized shelters integrate well into the fabric of our community; they provide a critical service for our homeless residents and they are proportional to the neighborhoods they operate within.  Your plans to re-locate 300+ new homeless individuals at Mercy are simply far too big for this neighborhood to absorb.  Should you move ahead despite our wishes, we fear that you will do irreparable harm to a fragile, densely residential area.   Scattered among the businesses of East Broadway you will find numerous residential homes.  If you look directly behind East Broadway, you will find street-upon-street of residential homes.  A quick glance may not make this apparent to the casual visitor, but this is not a commercial area.   It is a deeply residential neighborhood that happens to have commercial corridors.  As such, we ask that ALL of our neighbors take this into account when considering the SIZE and SCALE of their plans.

We have numerous community outreach programs and boarding facilities here today, and we appreciate their work and peacefully live side-by-side with them.  But none of them have the impact of what you are proposing.   Make no mistake about it, no one is questioning your mission, which we know to be a a just and noble cause.  It is your focus on concentrated size that is deeply disturbing.  We believe that smaller shelters, more evenly distributed throughout the community, would serve EVERYONE better.  In appropriately sized facilities, the residents would not live by the hundreds under a single roof, and the neighboring families could continue to strive for the stability that they too deserve.  Smaller shelters, distributed throughout the community, would also be more convenient for the homeless.  Poverty and need have no borders, except those that we unnaturally force upon it.  Tightly concentrating poverty is simply never the right answer, not if we wish to TRULY integrate the homeless back into our community.  

It's my understanding that Wayside is having a board meeting this upcoming Tuesday?  If you would like our presence to speak on behalf of the Original Highlands Neighborhood Association, we would be glad to attend.  Additionally, I would appreciate knowing if you plan on making a final decision this Tuesday or if that's to be put off for some later time?  And finally, can you tell us who comprises the Wayside board of directors?  I'm only familiar with Tim and yourself, so I have sent this to both of you.


Best regards,

Chuck Burke


Original Highlands Neighborhood Association (OHNA)
sub-committee tasked with resisting Wayside's re-location
of a mega-shelter into the Original Highlands
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GET INVOLVED NOW - Visit us online at HighlandersForResponsibleGrowth.com
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