[image: image1.jpg]




                                                                                                            September 2, 2008

Wayside Christian Mission

Attn: Board of Directors

P.O. Box 7249

Louisville, Ky 40257-0249

Re:  Purchase of Mercy Academy Campus Site

Dear Board Members:

   Upon becoming aware of Wayside Christian Mission’s (WCM) plan to consider pursuing the purchase of the Mercy Academy campus site as a homeless center for women and families, the Original Highlands Neighborhood Association (OHNA) engaged in a deliberative process to determine neighborhood sentiment for such a relocation into the Original Highlands neighborhood.

   We welcomed WCM’s Chief Operating Officer, Ms. Nina Moseley, to our general membership meeting on August 18, 2008, to provide information about WCM’s plans for the site.  It was an informational gathering meeting.  OHNA followed that meeting with a neighborhood meeting to provide our fellow neighbors with an opportunity to express their sentiment in regard to the possible relocation.  This second meeting took place on August 28, 2008.  Attendees at this second gathering had the opportunity to publicly address their position and to vote on the issue. Further, OHNA went house to house to capture the opinion of those neighbors that did not attend these meetings and vote.

   We want to advise the WCM’s Board that the vast majority of the residents of the Original Highland neighborhood, as well as our adjoining commercial neighbors, are strongly against such relocation.  Although debate is now at an end, we want to generally provide you with some of the reasons for this opposition but without getting into detail-

a. Neighbors consider the WCM plan to constitute a “mega center,” and as such, it is completely out of balance and scale with a neighborhood of approximately 1000 residents;

b. Neighbors believe that the additional 300-350 inhabitants (not including “others’ who likely present themselves in and around the facility) would negatively impact already existing issues of safety, security, and parking within this rather small neighborhood;

c. Neighbors believe that the entry of WCM into the Original Highlands would likely “tip” the sensitive (and critical) balance now existing between the neighbors and the bars and pubs located on the Baxter and Barret commercial corridors;

d. Neighbors believe that the Original Highlands is already carrying its fair share of responsibility to assist in providing for the health and welfare of those people less fortunate than most of us;

e. Neighbors believe that the presence of WCM in our neighborhood would serve as a disincentive for new buyers to purchase and invest in the general upgrade of their unique home creating a declining trend and a possible reversion back to the 1960’s and 1970’s ‘blighted” neighborhood;

f. Neighbors believe that there would likely be a depreciation in the value of their property;

g. Neighbors believe that there would be an increase in crime and panhandling within the neighborhood;

h. Neighbors believe the WCM did little in terms of doing an analysis of our unique neighborhood by, among other things, failing to review the vision for our neighborhood set-forth in the “neighborhood plan,” and failing to review the City’s parking study that reflected a serious parking situation existing in and around the “Original Highlands;

i. Neighbors believe that placement of the facility would generally disrupt, if not eliminate, the unique culture that has developed within our neighborhood over the past thirty years.    

   We would encourage WCM to reconsider any plans to purchase the Mercy Academy campus.  In fact OHNA is willing to assist WCM in any reasonable way to locate an alternative site, and contribute as best we can in aiding WCM with your Jefferson Street site.  A number of neighbors felt that your plan goes against a nationwide trend that the best kind of quality care for the homeless is to have smaller and more manageable shelters sprinkled throughout the metro region and not concentrated in one part of town like you propose with Mercy.   Mega shelters hurt the people you are trying to help and often result in the surrounding neighborhood undergoing a process of decline and despair. 

   You are put on notice that OHNA will consider any and all available options, legal and otherwise, to prevent this ill-considered plan from becoming a reality.  We would hope that WCM is true to the words spoken by Ms. Moseley.   She indicated that WCM does not want to move to an area where it is not wanted.  It should be clear at this juncture that the placement of this operation is most assuredly not wanted in the Original Highlands neighborhood.  

___________________________

Hayes P. Haddox

President and representing the

Original Highlands Neighborhood Association,

its Board and neighbors
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